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sovereign of royal rank was inevitable. He sought for
a titular sovereign in the royal House of France; and,
in spite of all the follies and falsehood of the Valois, he
stuck to the Duke of Anjou with an obstinacy which is
part of his character, but is not very easy to explain.
Ample materials exist to show us all that was passing
in William's mind in this intricate and tangled problem.
He addressed a set of powerfully-reasoned messages to
the States-General; he wrote a set of long and intimate
letters to his brother John and to others. His reasons
are the same in substance throughout. They may be
thus condensed.
The condition, of the Provinces, after a fierce struggle during
twelve years, is almost desperate. A great soldier, with an army
of veterans, never yet defeated in the field, is winning back town
after town. The Provinces, and even the great cities, act separately,
and can scarcely be brought to act as one, even in extreme crises.
They have neither generals of experience nor trained soldiers of
their own. They can hardly raise money to pay the foreign men-
at-arms they need as garrison ; and these are continually turning
against them, betraying, or plundering them. Religious differ-
ences are a constant source of division, suspicion, and intrigue.
Philip has at last been abjured ; but his place can only be taken
by a prince of some great royal house. The Empire, the Dukes of
the Bliinelands, England, and France have all been tried and
besought in vain. As to the German chiefs, they are all now
hopelessly alienated, and are oppressing the Calvinists at home.
England might help them now and then as it served her turn.
But she has refused to take them under her protection. "Without
the protection of some great Power,- there is nothing before them
but anarchy within, and crushing defeat from the sword of
Alexander.
There are but three courses to take: (1) submission to Spain,
tyranny, and the Inquisition ; (2) to fight it out alone ; (3) to call
in the brother of the King of France. The first they must all
reject with indignation to the last gasp of breath. The second is
be-yond comparison the best, if it were not impossible. Without

